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GRANT APPLICATION  PACK 2011 
MUJU/ARVON Young Playwright’s Partnership

Application deadline: Friday 30 September 2011 
What is the Young Playwright’s Partnership?

The Playwright’s Partnership brings together MUJU and Arvon to offer two grants to attend a theatre course at the Totleigh Barton Arvon centre in Devon.
	Tell it the only way you can

Monday 21 – Saturday 26 November 2011

Totleigh Barton, Devon

This workshop-led writing course gives you an opportunity to bring an existing play idea to develop through the week. Tutors are Frances Poet (National Theatre of Scotland) and playwright Simon Block (Not a Game for Boys, Chimps) with guest Dennis Kelly (The Gods Weep, Pulling).

You will receive practical advice about how best to exploit the tools available to the playwright and how to structure your play. The key focus of the course is to help you unlock your unique voice as a dramatist so you can tell your story with authenticity and flair.



Arvon and MUJU have raised funds to run the programme and grants are limited in number. 
This grant exists to support writers who are unable to afford our course fees, and enable them to benefit from an Arvon week. If this is the course for you and you cannot afford the full course fee, you are encouraged to apply. 
We aim to prioritise those who have never attended one of our courses before. All successful applicants will be expected to pay a contribution of £25 on acceptance of their grant award. It is possible there will be shared accommodation arrangements (single gender). Please do get in touch to discuss this or single occupancy, should this be of concern.

Who are MUJU?

While many organisations talk about bringing communities together, MUJU makes it happen - on a weekly basis. 

MUJU, the UK’s leading Muslim Jewish arts project, provide platforms for cross faith and community collaboration through education workshops, theatre productions, arts festivals, writing commissions and other live events. We provide a safe space for young Muslims and Jews, and those interested in this journey, to come together to express themselves creatively.  Since 2008, MUJU have achieved some key successes, namely;

· Working with over 20 participants per year, on a regular weekly basis 

· Performing to over 2500 people across London

· Curating two day festivals at The Tricycle Theatre

· Commissioned a writing commission and produced 2 new pieces of work from this

· Run education workshops in Leeds, Manchester, Brighton and London

· Won the prestigious Mosaic Interfaith Award (presented by Prince Charles)
· Received coverage in The Times, The Guardian, Emel Magazine, The Jewish News, BBC Radio London and BBC Asian Network

Who are Arvon?

The Arvon Foundation run residential creative writing courses which aim to challenge, inspire and transform your writing. For over 40 years we have created an ideal environment for thousands of writers, where newcomers can begin writing and existing writers can improve their craft and find new sustenance and inspiration. 
Our courses take you away from everyday life and place you gently in one of our four beautiful writers’ houses, insulated from the busy world of email, internet and mobile phones. We will give you time and space to write, supported by expert practical tuition and the encouragement of a community of writers. With two published and professional writers as tutors – and a mid-week guest – our simple formula continues to boost the writing lives of thousands of writers every year. Courses run from Monday afternoon to Saturday afternoon.
‘Arvon is the single most important organisation for sharing and exploring creative writing in the UK’

Britain’s Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy on becoming one of Arvon’s newest patrons

‘I did Arvon when I was about 20 and it was a tectonic, life-changing experience - just that full thrust of spending eight hours minimum per day attending to writing tasks... the collective energy of so many writers rattling away inside their own heads, in the same place... it was a moment midway through the week that I realised, categorically, how determined I was to become a professional writer. Courses like yours are that important to people arriving.’  

Paul Abbott, creator of Channel 4’s Shameless

To find out more about what happens on an Arvon course go to www.arvonfoundation.org
Supporting information and documentation:

Please provide a short personal statement (no more than 500 words) describing your reasons for applying for a grant, your financial situation and explaining how you hope to gain from attending your chosen course. 

As this course is focused on developing an existing idea for a play, we invite you to submit a 250 word synopsis of your play idea and/or 2-3 pages of script. Whilst this is not a pre-requisite for applying, it would be helpful in selecting applications for the places.

To apply, you must also send documentary evidence to fully illustrate your household’s financial situation and thereby demonstrate that you do not have the financial means to cover the full cost of an Arvon course. 
We will take into account factors such as:

· Your household income (not your personal income)

· Student and employment status

· Your family situation (e.g. children and other dependents)

· Receipt of state benefits 

· Whether you have any savings

· The cost of living in your part of the country

· Any other circumstances affecting your ability to afford the fees

We need to have as much information as possible from you clearly indicating income and outgoings and any other factors that might be relevant. Where possible you should send us photocopied documentary evidence from an official body or organisation, e.g. the benefits agency or your bank.

Most successful applicants send some or all of the following:

· Proof of means-tested state benefits (such as housing benefit, council tax benefit, income support, pension credit, job seeker’s allowance)

· Proof of Disability Living Allowance

· Three months of wage slips

· Bank statements showing income and outgoings for the past three months

Please note:
Documents should where possible include recent information no more than 3 months old

Send us copies – do not send originals: we cannot return your documents

We suggest that you obscure any sensitive information, such as bank account numbers, but please make sure we are able to identify the documentation as yours.

All documents will be kept confidentially and will then be destroyed.

We are keen to receive applications from as many people as possible and would not want any of the above to present an obstacle to application. For any concerns regarding the application requirements please contact Georgina Bednar at MUJU on info@muju.org.uk.

How to apply
1. Please fully read the enclosed information and the Terms & Conditions below, ensuring you meet the eligibility criteria.  

2. Complete the enclosed application form, writing a short personal statement (no more than 500 words), explaining why you wish to attend this course and what benefits you hope to obtain from participation.

3. Collect supporting information and documentation for your application, as specified above and on the grant application form. Please send photocopies of documents, as we cannot return originals. Applicants are welcome to blank out sensitive information such as account numbers and sort codes if they wish, so long as it is clear that the documentation refers to them personally.

4. All applicants must complete an equal opportunities form and include this with their application. This will be separated from the application before consideration.

5. Ensure you have read the terms and conditions of the grant scheme and indicate your agreement. 

6. You should send your completed application to Leanne Griffin at the address given at the end of the application form.
7. All successful grant recipients will be expected to pay a £25 contribution to attend the course.
You should receive a decision within 10 days of the closing date, as long as you provide all the necessary documentation. 

If you are awarded a grant, you will have 14 days from receiving notification in which to pay the £25 grant recipient contribution to confirm your booking.

Post-course report
It is a requirement of receiving an Arvon grant award that you send a written report (either by email or post) within two weeks of completing the course, telling us the benefits you gained and what the course meant to you. This is essential to help us secure further funding to ensure the future of our grants scheme.

Terms & Conditions

1. Arvon’s grant scheme is for writers aged 18 – 35 years old who cannot afford the full course fee. 
2. Arvon grants are only available to writers living permanently in the UK. We are unable to offer grants to citizens of the UK living abroad.
3. This MUJU/Arvon grant will cover most of the full cost of one Arvon course, which includes all tuition, food and accommodation. If successful, there will be a £25 contribution for each grant recipient.  
4. Travel to and from the course must be arranged by the grant recipient, and all travel costs must be paid by the grant recipient. Arvon cannot provide financial assistance with travel.
5. We can only offer one grant per person in any given year and will not be able to consider applications from those attending more than one course in that year. Priority is given to those who have not received a grant before. Individuals may receive a maximum of three grants in total and each successive grant will normally be significantly smaller than the last. 
6. Grants are connected to the specific course Theatre: Tell it any way you can at Totleigh Barton, Monday 21 November - Saturday 26 November 2011. 
7. After receiving notification that they have been awarded a grant, the recipient must confirm their booking by paying the £25 contribution within 14 days or the grant award will be withdrawn and the provisional booking cancelled.
8. It is a condition of the award that grant recipients must submit a short written report (either by email or post) within two weeks of the end of their chosen course, describing their experience and the impact it will have on their writing.
9. Decisions will be made by MUJU and Arvon staff. Grants will be awarded solely on the basis of the financial information and personal statements supplied in the application forms.
10. Applicants will be notified of the decision regarding their application promptly, whether or not they have been successful.
11. Should a grant recipient need to cancel a booking, the grant award will be withdrawn but a fresh application can be made in the future.
12. Our decisions on grant awards are final and we will not enter into any correspondence about them.
13. The MUJU/Arvon grant cannot be exchanged in whole or in part for any cash equivalent, nor transferred to another person.
14. Applications from previous Arvon grant recipients who have failed to attend a course without notice or good reason will not be considered.
15. Arvon reserves the right to withdraw any offer of a grant if the conditions of the award are not met.
MUJU/ Arvon Grant Application Form 2011 
	Name 
	

	Address
	

	Telephone 
	

	Email 
	


Have you attended a public Arvon course before? 
Yes  /  No
(please note that if you have attended a course, but only as part of a school or partnership group, please answer ‘no’)

Have you ever received a grant from Arvon before?
Yes  /  No

If ‘yes’, please tell us when and how much you received: 
	


Course Details:  
	Course title
	Theatre – Tell it the only way you can
	Course number
	93

	Course dates
	Monday 21 – Saturday 26 November 2011


	Centre
	Totleigh Barton


Supporting Financial Information

This section will help us to understand your financial position and your need for a grant. Please provide as much information as possible.
	Annual household income  

(Total joint income if you have a partner. Please enclose copies of last three months bank statements.)
	

	Amount held in savings

(Please enclose copies of recent bank statements showing account balances.)
	

	Number of dependents  

(Include children or dependent adults)
	

	Employment status 

(e.g. full-time / part-time / permanent / temporary / self-employed / unemployed / student. Please enclose copies of your most recent pay slips or proof of earnings, if applicable.)
	

	Are you receiving any state benefits? 

(If so, please give details and enclose copies of benefit letters.)
	

	Are you collecting a state pension?
	Yes / No

	Do you have a disability, or specific access requirements?

(If so, please give details below.)
	Yes / No




Please give any other information that would help us to understand your financial position better:
	


Personal Statement
Please use this section to tell us why you want to do this Arvon course. You should describe how attending the course will help you as a writer, and what you hope to achieve through the experience. (500 words max)
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I confirm that: 















Tick
	I agree to the terms and conditions of Arvon’s grant scheme
	

	I am a permanent resident of England or Wales 
	

	Signature


	

	Date
	


Please don’t forget to attach your 250 word synopsis of your play and /or 2 to 3 pages of script to your application submission.
Please post your completed application form and supporting documents by Friday 30 September 2011 at 3pm to:
Leanne Griffin Communications and Participation Administrator 

Arvon Foundation

Free Word Centre

60 Farringdon Road

London

EC1R 3GA
If you have any queries about the application process please email Leanne Griffin leanne.griffin@arvonfoundation.org 

















